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TEXAS CASA FUNDING ITEMS

¢ Request an increase in annual legislative funding under HHSC by $2.25 million, in addition to the
current annual funding level of $14.95 million, to $17.2 million.

o Support continued legislative funding for Family Finding/Collaborative Family Engagement under
DFPS at $643,600 for the 2022-2023 fiscal biennium.

TEXAS CASA LEGISLATIVE POLICY PRIORITIES

e Support policies that preserve families, promote family reunification when possible, and minimize the
time children spend in foster care.

e Support funding and policy changes to fully implement the federal Family First Prevention Services
Act within a reasonable timeframe.

e Support needed state funding for DFPS priorities and adequate foster care and kinship provider rates.

e Integrate policies and practices that respect and elevate child, youth and family voice in all aspects of
the child protection system.

e Support policies to recognize and address disparities and disproportionality in the child protection
system and achieve equity for youth and families in vulnerable populations.

e Improve services and supports for older youth in foster care, and youth transitioning out of foster
care.

e Support continued state funding to enable the successful expansion of Community-Based Care, and
ensure transparency and performance accountability.

o Strengthen policies and services in the STAR Health Medicaid program that cover children and youth
currently or formerly in foster care.

e Support necessary changes to the Texas Family Code to ensure children and youth with dual status in
foster care and the juvenile justice system receive efficient and effective services and supports.

e Improve access to high-quality treatment services and supports for children, parents and families
affected by substance use disorder and mental illness.

o Strengthen policies and programs that improve educational outcomes for children and youth
currently or formerly in foster care.

e Support funding and policy changes that help prevent human trafficking and commercial sexual
exploitation of children and youth, along with adequate funding for services and supports that meet
the needs of survivors of trafficking.

e Expand transportation options for children, parents and family members to help children stay in their
school of origin, to support parental and sibling visitation, and to access services.

e Support funding and policy changes that promote the development of a trauma-informed child
protection system.



