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HB 2058 & SB 52: ENSURING
NORMALCY IN FOSTER CARE

WHY NORMALCY MATTERS

It is widely accepted that normalcy is a critical component in healthy social, emotional and
cognitive development.! Many of us recall doing “typical” things during our childhoods: like
going to a friend’s house, taking a school trip, working an after-school job, joining a club,
dating and learning to drive. While we may take them for granted, these “normal”
experiences help youth develop interests, acquire skills and build lasting, supportive
relationships. Additionally, participation in extracurricular activities is correlated with
better GPA performance and an increased likelihood of being enrolled in college at the age
of 21.2 Structured, school-based extracurricular involvement is also associated with reduced
rates of dropouts, lower rates of substance use and reduced rates of delinquent behavior.3

Children in foster care are forced to endure things that no child should have to experience,
like the trauma of abuse and neglect, placement insecurity, and separation from their home
communities, all due to no fault of their own. Foster care should be a better experience for a
child than the circumstances that led to their placement in foster care. Foster care should,
among other things, function as a service that provides opportunities to form positive bonds
with peers and adults. Without normalcy, foster care can be a stigmatizing and isolating
experience. Normalcy not only impacts children’s well-being, but it can also help children
facilitate a stronger bond with their caregivers.

HB 2058 & SB 52

This legislation promotes age-appropriate normalcy activities for children by requiring the court to
review the Department’s efforts to ensure the child has regular and ongoing normalcy
opportunities, whether or not those activities are listed in the child’s service plan. Courts are
already required to review these efforts at permanency hearings for children in temporary
managing conservatorship; this clean-up bill requires courts to review efforts at permanency
hearings for children in permanent managing conservatorship (PMC). Kids in PMC are among the
most vulnerable in the system and often do not have an attorneys or CASA advocates, so this court
review is crucial to ensure that their need for normalcy is addressed.
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